How far does the modern constitution correspond to the original principles of the constitution?
	The modern operation of the constitution has departed drastically from the vision of the Founding Fathers because…

	Argument
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	Evaluation of argument

	The Founding Fathers created a system in which the ‘popular passions’ were filtered and diffused; 


	
	

	The Senate was not directly elected, nor was there a requirement that presidential electors were; 

	
	

	The popular passions are now given much freer rein 

	
	

	Congress was the preeminent branch of government; 

	
	

	The president was only to suggest legislation ‘from time to time’ and the power to declare war was reserved to Congress; 

	
	

	Since the Second World War especially, the president has assumed a dominant role the federal government’s powers relative to the states were intended to be constrained by the 10th amendment; 

	
	

	Since the New Deal especially, the federal government has assumed power at the expense of the states 

	
	

	The Supreme Court’s power of judicial review is not mentioned in the constitution; its discovery has created what some see as an ‘imperial judiciary’
	
	

	The modern operation of the constitution has not departed drastically from the vision of the Founding Fathers
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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Evidence that the modern operation of the constitution has not departed drastically from the vision of the Founding Fathers includes: 
	
	

	The president’s constitutional powers remain unaltered; 

	
	

	The expansion of presidential power at the expense of Congress has been with the acquiescence of Congress and he remains dependent on it to a significant extent
	
	

	The system of separation of checks and balances continues fundamentally unaltered 

	
	

	The expansion of Congress’s power through the ‘necessary and proper’ clause was anticipated by the Founding Fathers in the Federalist Papers
	
	

	The state governments still retain a significant degree of autonomy 

	
	

	The power of judicial review is implicit in the constitution, and was established very soon after its ratification 
	
	



